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CONTACT US

n MG Car Club - Northern Centre

Q c/o Umgazi & 26th Street, Menlo Park, Pretoria
el
% FNB, cheque, 62 363 284 359

Committee

Chairman: Bernard Mostert

Secretary: Richard Grover ° '
Membership: Robin Clarke QW.
Regalia: Jaco van Vuuren
Soctal media: Shaun Freeman 7 September - Martin vd Merwe
Events Secretary: Frik van Sittert .

Valuations: Stephen Grover 15 September - Anit de CaStrO
Committee members: Dirk du Plessis & Michael Mole 25 Se ptem ber - Cobus Kanfer

29 September - Julian Pringle

What is happening?

1.Noggin - 7 September

2.Club night - 18 September
3.Piston Ring - 20 September
4.Indaba - 21 to 24 September




Chairman’s Note

Greetings to all Northern Centre
Members

Let me start by apologising for this
month’s newsletter being a little late. Yes,
spring is here, and we are heading towards
the “silly season” — a timely reminder to all
the working folk that the end of the year is
approaching at a rather alarming pace!

I do hope that the cars were clean,
polished and ready for those who attended
our biannual Indaba, hosted by the
Johannesburg Centre in Randburg. There
was plenty of exposure given to the
Indaba in the run-up to the event, so do
look out for some photos and a report in
next month’s edition. This will give those
who could not make it an opportunity to
see what they missed.

In August, we enjoyed the POMC cars in
the park. Terry and Patrick spoiled us with
an excellent club night, while there is an
insert of some racing history.
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CLUB NIGHT

FRIDAY 14H AUGUST
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PRETORIA OLD MOTOR CLUB

CARS inthe PARK

2 August 2026
2, ZWARTKOPS

WWw.pomc.co.za

The latest edition of Safety Fast! is now
available online. You can access it by
following these steps:
. Visit mgcc.co.uk.
. Click Members in the top-right corner
of the page.
« On the membership list, enter our club
membership number: 270.
. Enter the email address:
ric@mweb.co.za.
. Enter the password: MGBrace$02.
. Click Login.
« From the menu on the left-hand side,
select Safety Fast Magazine (third item
down).

I hope to see you at the club, at one of
our upcoming events, or simply out on the
road enjoying your MG.

Octagonally yours,
Bernard

WWW.MGNC.CO.ZA



mailto:rjc@mweb.co.za

Originally starting in 1980 with just nine cars at
the club's Silverton premises, Cars in the Park
outgrew its original home and moved to the
Zwartkops Raceway in 2006 to accommodate
its massive growth. It is now the single biggest
event on the racetrack's calendar.

This year - 2026 was the 44'™ time this was
edition.

PRETORIA OLD MOTOR CLUB

CARS in the PARK We do hope to see you there on 1 August 2027.
2 August 2026

& ZWARTKOPS

VR RIAMICRIA WORAL 57 MOFGENTD .
WWW.pomc.co.za . .
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On 14 August, Teren and Patrick treated us to some
French cuisine.

. I was fortunate to make it from the airport in time
M G to enjoy some lovely food and socialise with the
CLUB NIGHT members in attendance.

FRIDAY 14°H AUGUST
— =

The club night takes place each month on the
Friday AFTER we had our Noggin, that is happening
on the first Monday of the month..

— A l'honneur —

GOOD FOOD. GREAT COMPANY. MG SPIRIT.
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BRITISH CAR
PERSONALITIES

EARL HOWE, THE GRAND OLD MAN OF MOTOR

RACING

Author: Bob Vitrakis

Commodore, The Right Honourable,
Francis Richard Henry Penn Curzon, 5th
Earl of Howe, Order of the British Empire,
a knight of the realm, and member of the
House of Commons and the House of
Lords, was born in Mayfair London on 1
May 1884. Born to wealth and title, a
member of the House of Lords by
appointment elected to a seat in the
House of Commons, he chose to abandon
his political career and go racing full time
with the greats of the period between the
‘Great Wars’. | consider this to be the
‘Golden Age of Racing’ when drivers
risked their lives every time they got
behind the wheel with little to no safety
equipment on the car or on them as they
battled for national pride!

Educated at Eaton and Oxford, Howe
followed Curzon family tradition serving
as Commander Viscount Curzon in the
Royal Navy during World War I, including
the ill-fated battle of Gallipoli on the
shores of what is now Turkey. Post World
War | he won a seat in the House of
Commons but decided to cut his political
career short when the lure of racing
demanded his full attention. Not
surprising considering his habit of driving
one of his two Fiat 500s to the Parliament
wearing his bright blue racing colors!

During these early days of road racing,
the Irish expanded the available racing
circuits by hosting the Irish Tourist Trophy
race at Newtownards, also known as the
Ards Circuit. The inaugural race was held
in 1928 and this is where Earl Howe
participated in his first race at the ripe old
age of 44 (not a typo!).

Earl Howe relaxing at Brooklands in 1936, wearing
his trademark cap.

Notice the British Racing Drivers Club (BRDC)
patch on his racing overalls

and the belt to keep his kidneys in place on the
notoriously bumpy Brooklands circuit!

(Photo courtesy of The Autocar)

And what a course to debut on! The Ards
Circuit was a 13.67 miles long, run on
rural (read narrow and very dangerous!)
roads. Total distance was 405 miles. The
crowd was estimated at between 250,000
to 500,000! Howe's race ended when his
Bugatti Type 43's fuel tank ruptured, but
not after he averaged 70 mph on the
challenging and dangerous circuit.



Howe had quite an extensive collection
of cars to chose from including some
of the greatest racers of the time from
France, Italy, Germany and of course
England. However, he considered the
British race cars inferior to those of
Italy and France. In the early days of
his racing career, he favored the
continental marques over British
steeds. Howe was converted by MG'’s
racing successes in the early 1930s
and switched his allegiance to British
brands driving six-cylinder MGs and
ERAs to good effect.

Road racing in England meant racing
at Brooklands, a multi-purpose
automobile racing circuit and testing
ground combined with an aircraft
manufacturing site and airport. Opened
in 1907, Brooklands was built at vast
expense to serve as an incubator for
British automobile and aircraft
development and testing. Howe
competed at Brooklands many times,
suffering an horrific crash, which
thankfully he survived, while fighting
with with Prince Bira of Thailand for
pole position in 1937. Howe was
undeterred and returned the following
year setting a personal best lap of 107
mph on the notoriously bumpy and
downright hair raising circuit. Howe
also won England’s Donnington Park
Grand Prix in 1933 driving a Bugatti.
World War Il put an end to racing at
Brooklands and effectively ended Earl
Howe’s racing career.

Howe was perhaps best known for his
racing exploits outside the British
Isles. Beginning in 1929, he was a
regular at Le Mans competing six times
between 1929 and 1935. He captured a
class win 1930 and won overall in 1931
co-driving an Alfa Romeo with Sir
Henry “Tim” Birkin of “Bentley Boys”
fame. Full credit to the hard working
mechanics who rebuilt the engine
overnight, delivering the car for the
race at the crack of dawn. Howe also
captured a class win in 1930.

Howe’s racing fleet in 1932 included two Delages, two
Bugattis, one Alffa Romeo one Mercedes Benz and a
Commer transporter to haul them to and from races.
Photo courtesy of The Autocar.
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In this victory photo, Lord Howe is on the right and ‘Tim’
Birkin on the left as they celebrate their victory in the 1931
24 Hours of Le Mans race. Birkin looks a bit nonplussed by it
all. | wonder why? Photo courtesy of The Autocar.



Howe became good friends with the “Bentley Boys” especially ‘Benjy’ Benjafield who
founded the prestigious British Racing Driver’s Club in 1928. Howe was the second
President of the BRDC and served in this position from 1929 until his death in 1964. In
his honor the BRDC established the Earl Howe Trophy which was awarded annually to the
highest placed British driver in the Indianapolis 500, or to the British driver who has
established the most meritorious performance of the year in North America. The trophy
has evolved over time and is now tied to the Goodwood Members’ Meeting race.

Howe’'s other European exploits included winning the Grand Prix de Dieppe in a 1.5 litre
Delage. Sadly the Delage was written off in a crash during the 1933 Monza lItaly race.
Happily Howe was not injured! Turning to British marques, Howe persuaded MG to build a
racer to compete with Alfa Romeo and Maserati in the 1,100 cc class and thus the all-
conquering MG K3 was born. Their first big international test would be the 1933 Italian
Mille Miglia, a thousand mile race run over tortuous rural Italian roads. Howe was so
confident in the capabilities of the MG that he paid for their entrance fees and the cost of
transporting the cars to Italy. MG entered a team of three K3s to contest the race. Howe
and H.C. ‘Hugh’ Hamilton co-drove their MG K3 to second place in class, finishing just 90
seconds behind the class winning MG driven by MG record breaker George Eyston and
Count ‘Johnny’ Lurani. MG also won the coveted Gran Premio Brescia team award, the
first time a non-Italian team won this award. Leading the race in 1935, Howe crashed out
of the race ending his Mille Miglia entries.

At the Bologna checkpoint, Birkin
and Rubin’'s MG K3 is on the left
and Howe and Hamilton’s is on the
right. Birkin and Rubin played the
role of ‘rabbit’ going full tilt until
their engine expired leaving the
other two MG K3s to lead the class
home with a one-two finish! Photo
courtesy of the MG Car Club.

Further afield, Howe competed in South Africa, coming eighth in the inaugural South
African Grand Prix held on 30 January 1937 on the newly constructed track north of
Johannesburg. In an interesting footnote to the history of this race, Howe met a young
South African student while sailing to this race and married her in December 1937. His
second wife, Miss Joyce Mary McLean, was just 23 years old. Howe was 52 years old.
Ahem. Perhaps in celebration, Howe won the 1938 South Africa Grosvenor Grand Prix
which was held on January 15, 1938 in Cape Town. In tribute to this great British driver’s
legacy, the Johannesburg circuit was named the ‘Lord Howe Circuit’. The fact that Howe’s
father, the Earl of Athlone, was Governor-General of South Africa from 1923-1931 may
have influenced the naming.

In addition to his many European victories, Howe was crowned British motor racing
champion five times, especially impressive considering he was 44 years old when he
started racing in earnest. Howe took eleven podium finishes in major races held between
1933 and 1939. World War Il forced his retirement from racing at age 55! His last race
was the Junior Car Club (JCC) International Trophy held in May 1939 at Brooklands.
Howe drove a British car, an English Racing Automobiles (ERA) but an unfortunate
misjudgment in torrential rain led to his crashing out of the race.



During World War Il Commodore The Earl Howe
was called back to active duty with the Royal
Navy where he served for the duration of the
conflict.

A man of many talents whose passion for racing
and talent as a driver, drove him to the very top
of his chosen profession. When his driving days
were over following WWII, Howe'’s talent as an
organizer and leader resulted in his establishing
the 500 cc formula race class which produced
British driving greats such as Stirling Moss. |
believe many would agree his lasting legacy is
leading the BRDC from 1929-1964 and after
WW:II, he was instrumental in founding the
British Grand Prix race at Silverstone. Well
done sir!
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Commodore Howe on the right
confers with his son, Lieutenant
Edward Curzon, on board the
battleship HMS Howe during

WWII. The HMS Howe, a King
George V-class battleship was
laid down on 1 June 1937 and
launched on 9 April 1940.
Originally named the Beatty, her
name was changed in honor of
Admiral of the Fleet Richard
Howe who served admirably (see
what | did there?) from 1740-1799
in five major conflicts including
the American Revolution.

Earl Howe has four wheels off the ground on the notoriously bumpy
Brooklands circuit as he fiercely competes for the 1934 British Empire
Trophy race victory. The 1933 Mille Miglia winning MG driver George
Eyston won this race driving an MG K3. Photo courtesy of The Autocar.

Addendum: If you would like to own a piece of Earl Howe’'s
personal history, my South African friend Norm Ewing is selling
two arm bands that belonged to Earl Howe which he wore at the
1934 British Empire Trophy race and the 1936 J.C.C.
International Trophy race. If you are interested, please email
Norm at mgewing@mweb.co.za

The 1934 driver armband was worn by Earl Howe, June 23, at the
1934 British Empire Trophy race held at Brooklands. Howe drove
his T59 Bugatti which sadly came to an end as documented by
the State Library, Queensland, Australia taken from an article in
The Evening News, Monday 25 June 1934.

“Howe crashed crashed at a bend. His car (Bugatti) turned round
twice and ran backward through a fence, which was smashed.
Howe, however, was uninjured.”
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& Robin visited the grave of his
| childhood hero - Jim Clark.

]t's sO hard to find that one
bedroom, five-Car garage that
guys are always |ooking for

Some lucky club member found
his dream house!




Events - 2026

Club Calendar - 2026

MONTH Noggin Club Night Monthly Run Note
January s 23rd - Bring and bras! 325t —Passionforspeedat
February 2nd - Koos Zietsman visit 13th 22nd - Wondermill Smokehouse
March znd-AGM 13th—Prize giving 22nd-SAA-museum-&-Harvard café | ssth—PistonRing Swepmeet |
April 13th - Slot car racing 17th - Bey & Geoff 26th - Mulderdrift safari run
May gth-Reckerracing agth - Avril & Richard 23fz24 - Weekend away
June ast zxth - Leen & Shaun zoth - Club Show day ze1 - POMC British car day
July &th 17th - Marelize & Bernard 26th - Combined Show Day .
August e cath- Terry & Patrick a30d- Sergeent Depoey ad - Cars o Tne pars POMC
September 7th 18th - (Meredith & lan)| 20th - Piston Ring Swop meet _
October sth - Rocker racing 23rd - Lies| & Robin 1ath - Jacaranda run
November 2nd 13th 22nd - Cullinan
December sth - Christmas Party -

/
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DESCRIPTION PRICE |  DESCRIPTION PRICE

Cap - grey - show day 2022 - R 40.00 G Badee 1100 vr Comt —

with Jhb Centre logo adge (100 yr Cen .ennma} R 450.00

Cap - grey & black R 60.00

" — MG Keyring (60 yr celebration R 40.00

1962-2022)
MG rad cap loosener

DESCRIPTION PRICE P R 20.00

Socks - navy blue with logo R 90.00

Socks - black with logos R 90.00

w5

DESCRIPTION PRICE
Golf shirt - white & grey - men - short R 160.00
sleeves

Golf shirt, grey & black - ladies, short R 130.00
sleeves 1

Lounge shirt - silver - men - short sleeves R 180.00
Vogue blouse - grey - ladies - long sleeves R 150.00
Golf shirt - grey striped with black collar- | B 160,00
men - short sleeves

Golf shirt - blue with white collar - men - R 160.00
short sleeves

Golf shirt - blue with white trimmed collar R 160.00

and sleeves - men - short sleeves

R 90.00
T-Shirt
R280 - size guide, see here below

Body width (in | Body length (in

Size cm) cm)

S 50 70

M 53 72

L 56 74

XL 59 76

2XL 62 78

3XL 68 80

MG/CAR cLUB
NORTHERN
lCEI\ITRE

Contact: Jaco - 082 823 2681
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