
CONTACT US
MG Car Club - Northern Centre

c/o Umgazi & 26th Street, Menlo Park, Pretoria

FNB, cheque, 62 363 284 359

14 July - Robin Clarke
30 July - Esra Martin

HappyHappyHappyHappy
Birthday!Birthday!Birthday!Birthday!

Committee

M G  N O R T H E R N  C E N T R E J U N E  2 0 2 6

UMGAZI Mag

Chairman: Bernard Mostert                        
Secretary: Richard Grover                          
Membership: Robin Clarke
Regalia: Jaco van Vuuren & Michael Mole
Social media: Shaun Freeman
Events Secretary: Frik van Sittert
Valuations: Stephen Grover
Committee member: Dirk du Plessis

1.Noggin - 6 July
2.Club night - 17 July
3.Combined show day - 26 July 2026

What is happening?

founded February 1978



WWW . M G N C . C O . Z A

G r e e t i n g s  t o  a l l  N o r t h e r n  C e n t r e
M e m b e r s

I  w a s  f o r t u n a t e  e n o u g h  t o  e s c a p e  t h e
S o u t h  A f r i c a n  w i n t e r  f o r  t w o  w e e k s  w h i l e
w o r k i n g  i n  N a i r o b i .  R e t u r n i n g  h o m e
c e r t a i n l y  r e m i n d e d  m e  w h a t  I  h a d n ' t  b e e n
m i s s i n g !

J u n e  w a s  a n o t h e r  b u s y  m o n t h  f o r  o u r  c l u b ,
w i t h  b o t h  o f f i c i a l  a n d  u n o f f i c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s
k e e p i n g  m e m b e r s  o c c u p i e d .  B e  s u r e  t o
r e a d  t h e  f a s c i n a t i n g  a r t i c l e  a b o u t  t h e
o s t r i c h  f e a t h e r  i n d u s t r y  a n d  d i s c o v e r  h o w
i t  p l a y e d  a  p a r t  i n  b r i n g i n g  a n  e r a  t o  a n
e n d .

O u r  C l u b  S h o w  D a y  w a s  v e r y  w e l l
a t t e n d e d ,  a n d  n o t  e v e n  t h e  c h i l l y  w e a t h e r
c o u l d  d a m p e n  e v e r y o n e ' s  e n t h u s i a s m .
A  s p e c i a l  t h a n k  y o u  g o e s  t o  L o u i s  d u
P l e s s i s ,  w h o  e a g e r l y  t o o k  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y
t o  l e a r n  t h e  f i n e r  p o i n t s  o f  c o n c o u r s
j u d g i n g  f r o m  R o b i n .  I t ' s  a l w a y s
e n c o u r a g i n g  t o  s e e  m e m b e r s  k e e n  t o
d e v e l o p  n e w  s k i l l s  a n d  b e c o m e  m o r e
i n v o l v e d .  

Chairman’s Note

J u l y  p ro m i s e s  t o  b e  j u s t  a s  b u s y ,  w i t h
p l e n t y  o f  eve n t s  o n  t h e  c a l e n d a r.  P l e a s e
re m e m b e r  o u r  C o m b i n e d  S h o w  D a y  a t
P O M C  o n  2 6  J u l y  2 0 2 6 ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e
a n o t h e r  exc e l l e n t  g a t h e r i n g  o f  c l a s s i c
m o t o r i n g  e n t h u s i a s t s .
Th e  l a t e s t  e d i t i o n  o f  S a fe t y  Fa s t !  i s  n o w
a va i l a b l e  o n l i n e .  Yo u  c a n  a c c e s s  i t  b y
fo l l o w i n g  t h e s e  s t e p s :

Vi s i t  m g c c . c o . u k .
C l i c k  M e m b e r s  i n  t h e  t o p - r i g h t  c o r n e r
o f  t h e  p a g e .
O n  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  l i s t ,  e n t e r  o u r  c l u b
m e m b e r s h i p  n u m b e r :  2 70 .
E n t e r  t h e  e m a i l  a d d re s s :
r j c @ m w e b . c o . z a .
E n t e r  t h e  p a s s w o r d :  M G B ra c e $ 0 2 .
C l i c k  Lo g i n .
Fro m  t h e  m e n u  o n  t h e  l e f t- h a n d  s id e ,
s e l e c t  S a fe t y  Fa s t  M a g a z i n e  ( t h i r d  i t e m
d o w n ) .

I  h o p e  t o  s e e  yo u  a t  t h e  c l u b ,  a t  o n e  o f
o u r  u p c o m i n g  eve n t s ,  o r  s i m p l y  o u t  o n  t h e
ro a d  e n j oy i n g  yo u r  M G .

O c t a go n a l l y  yo u rs ,
B e r n a r d

mailto:rjc@mweb.co.za


NightNight
CLUBCLUB

1 2  J u n e  Le e n  a n d  S h a u n  h o s t e d  t h e  c l u b
n i g h t .  
E v e n  t h o u g h  i t  i s  a n  “ E n g l i s h  c a r ”  c l u b ,
w e  h a d  a n  I t a l i a n  e v e n i n g ,  w h e r e  w e
e n j o y e d  s p a g h e t t i  b o l o g n e s e .

Th a n k  yo u  fo r  a l l  t h e  m e m b e r s  t h a t
m a d e  i t  s u c h  a n  e n j oya b l e  ( a s  u s u a l )
eve n i n g .  R e m e m b e r  t h i s  h a p p e n s  e a c h
m o n t h  o n  t h e  Fr id a y  A FT E R  w e  h a d  o u r
N o g g i n ,  t h a t  i s  h a p p e n i n g  o n  t h e  f i r s t
M o n d a y  o f  t h e  m o n t h . .



C‌l‌u‌b

S‌ho‌w‌ Da‌y 
O n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  2 0  J u n e ,  w i n t e r  s t a r t e d  i n
G a u t e n g !  Ye s ,  I  k n o w  w e  a l s o  p l a n n e d  fo r  o u r
a n n u a l  c l u b  s h o w  d a y ,  a n d  ye s  w e  u s u a l l y  h a ve
i t  n  t h e  3  S u n d a y ,  A N D  ye s  w e  a l s o  h a ve  a
b o o t  s a l e ,  B U T  a s  “ t h ey ”  s a y ,  ‘ t h e re  i s  a l wa ys  a
f i r s t  fo r  eve r y t h i n g !

r d

Th e  d a y  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  a  re a l  b l a s t !  Wi t h  1 2
c l a s s i c  M G ’ s  a t  t h e  c l u b  a n d  1  m o d e r n . . .
C y b e r s t e r  ( ! )  p a y i n g  a  v i s i t ,  i t  wa s  a  g o o d  d a y
o u t .

J ud g i n g  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  w h i l e  t h e
T V  wa s  o n  fo r  s o m e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  f ro m  t h e
B o k s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Ba r b a r i a n  t e a m .  Wh a t  w o u l d  a
S a t u r d a y  b e  w i t h o u t  a  b ra a i ?  Wi t h  t h e  f i re
s t a r t e d  e a r l y  a n d  i n  t i m e  t o  h a ve  e a t e n  b e fo re
d a r k ,  t h e re  wa s  d e f i n i t e l y  n o  exc u s e  t o  h a ve  a
g o o d  d a y  o u t  a t  t h e  c l u b .

To  o u r  m e m b e r s  t h a t  m a d e  a n  e f fo r t  t o  c l e a n
t h e i r  c a r s  -  t h a n k  yo u !  O u r  c l u b  c a l l i g ra p h i s t
d e c id e d  t o  g a l a va n t  i n  t h e  U K ,  s o  c e r t i f i c a t e s
w i l l  b e  a wa r d e d  a t  a  l a t e r  s t a g e .

O u r  p r i c e  w i n n e r s  o n  t h e  d a y :
Fi r s t  p l a c e  -  We r n a  D a v i e s
S e c o n d  p l a c e  -  A l b e r t  S p a n g e n b e rg
Th i r d  p l a c e  -  J a y  We s t a wa y

P l e a s e  re m e m b e r  t h a t  o u r  c o m b i n e d  s h o w  d a y
i s  n ex t  m o n t h  -  2 6  J u l y  a t  P O M C  i n  S i l ve r t o n !
H o p e  t o  s e e  yo u  t h e re .





Werna Davies (with judge
Robin Clarke)

Albert Spangenberg (with
judge Robin Clarke)

Jay Westaway (with
Bernard)



WHEN OSTRICH
FEATHERS WERE

WORTH MORE
THAN GOLD 

WHEN OSTRICH
FEATHERS WERE

WORTH MORE
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" T h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  m o t o r  c a r  d i d  m o r e  t h a n  r e p l a c e  h o r s e - d r a w n  t r a n s p o r t .
B y  m a k i n g  e x t r a v a g a n t  f e a t h e r e d  h a t s  i m p r a c t i c a l ,  i t  h e l p e d  e n d  t h e
o s t r i c h - f e a t h e r  b o o m  t h a t  m a d e  O u d t s h o o r n  o n e  o f  t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  t o w n s
i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  b e f o r e  191 4 ."

T h e  M o t o r  C a r  T h a t  H e l p e d  B r i n g  D o w n  a n
E m p i r e  o f  F e a t h e r s
L o n g  b e f o r e  S o u t h  A f r i c a  b e c a m e  f a m o u s  f o r
g o l d ,  d i a m o n d s  a n d  m o t o r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  t h e
K l e i n  K a r o o  t o w n  o f  O u d t s h o o r n  g r e w  r i c h
f r o m  a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  c o m m o d i t y :  o s t r i c h
f e a t h e r s .

D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  a n d  E d w a r d i a n  e r a s ,
o s t r i c h  p l u m e s  b e c a m e  t h e  u l t i m a t e  f a s h i o n
a c c e s s o r y.  We a l t h y  w o m e n  i n  E u r o p e ,  B r i t a i n
a n d  A m e r i c a  a d o r n e d  e n o r m o u s  h a t s  w i t h
e x t r a v a g a n t  w h i t e ,  b l a c k  a n d  c o l o u r e d
f e a t h e r s .  T h e  l a r g e r  t h e  h a t  a n d  t h e  m o r e
d r a m a t i c  t h e  p l u m e ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  s o c i a l
s t a t u s .  B y  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 s ,  o s t r i c h  f e a t h e r s
w e r e  a m o n g  t h e  m o s t  d e s i r a b l e  l u x u r y  i t e m s  i n
t h e  w o r l d .  

O u d t s h o o r n ' s  d r y  c l i m a t e  p r o v e d  i d e a l  f o r
o s t r i c h  f a r m i n g .  F a r m e r s  b e g a n  d o m e s t i c a t i n g
o s t r i c h e s  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 5 0 s ,  a n d  b y  t h e  1 8 7 0 s
t h e  f i r s t  " F e a t h e r  B o o m "  w a s  u n d e r w a y.  A f t e r
a  b r i e f  d o w n t u r n ,  a n  e v e n  l a r g e r  b o o m
f o l l o w e d  f r o m  a b o u t  1 9 0 0  t o  1 9 1 4 .  We a l t h y
o s t r i c h  f a r m e r s  b e c a m e  k n o w n  a s  " F e a t h e r
B a r o n s "  a n d  b u i l t  m a g n i f i c e n t  s a n d s t o n e
m a n s i o n s  t h a t  a r e  s t i l l  k n o w n  t o d a y  a s  t h e
f a m o u s  O s t r i c h  P a l a c e s  o r  F e a t h e r  P a l a c e s .
 
T h e  i n d u s t r y  r e a c h e d  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  h e i g h t s  i n
1 9 1 3 .  S o u t h  A f r i c a  e x p o r t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y
4 5 0  t o n n e s  o f  o s t r i c h  f e a t h e r s  w o r t h  a r o u n d
£ 3  m i l l i o n  p e r  y e a r,  m a k i n g  f e a t h e r s  t h e
c o u n t r y ' s  f o u r t h  m o s t  v a l u a b l e  e x p o r t  a f t e r
g o l d ,  d i a m o n d s  a n d  w o o l .  

Marelize Mostert - help from the internet



P r i c e s  w e r e  a s t o n i s h i n g .  C o n t e m p o r a r y
a c c o u n t s  r e p o r t  t h a t  a  s i n g l e  p r e m i u m
p l u m e  c o u l d  s e l l  f o r  a s  m u c h  a s  £ 1 2 ,
r o u g h l y  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  c o s t  o f  a
s t e a m s h i p  t i c k e t  b e t w e e n  E n g l a n d  a n d
S o u t h  A f r i c a .  E x c e p t i o n a l  f e a t h e r s  c o u l d
f e t c h  e v e n  h i g h e r  p r i c e s ,  a n d  t h e  f i n e s t
p l u m e s  w e r e  o f t e n  d e s c r i b e d  a s  b e i n g  w o r t h
t h e i r  w e i g h t  i n  g o l d .  

T h e n  C a m e  t h e  M o t o r  C a r
W h a t  b r o u g h t  t h i s  f e a t h e r  e m p i r e  c r a s h i n g
d o w n ?

P a r t  o f  t h e  a n s w e r  l i e s  i n  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e
m o t o r  c a r.

T h e  h u g e  f e a t h e r e d  h a t s  t h a t  w e r e
f a s h i o n a b l e  i n  t h e  B e l l e  É p o q u e  e r a  w o r k e d
p e r f e c t l y  i n  h o r s e - d r a w n  c a r r i a g e s ,  b u t  t h e y
w e r e  h i g h l y  i m p r a c t i c a l  i n  t h e  n e w  o p e n -
t o p p e d  m o t o r  c a r s .  A s  a u t o m o b i l e
o w n e r s h i p  g r e w,  w o m e n ' s  f a s h i o n  s h i f t e d
t o w a r d  s m a l l e r,  m o r e  p r a c t i c a l  h a t s  t h a t
w o u l d  n o t  b e  b l o w n  a w a y  b y  t h e  w i n d .  T h e
d e m a n d  f o r  e x t r a v a g a n t  o s t r i c h  p l u m e s
b e g a n  t o  w e a k e n .  

T h e  m o t o r  c a r  w a s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  c a u s e .
O v e r p r o d u c t i o n  o f  f e a t h e r s  a n d  t h e
o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  F i r s t  Wo r l d  Wa r  i n  1 9 1 4
a l s o  d e v a s t a t e d  t h e  m a r k e t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,
t h e  r i s e  o f  m o t o r i n g  p l a y e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t
r o l e  i n  c h a n g i n g  f a s h i o n  t r e n d s  a n d
r e d u c i n g  d e m a n d  f o r  t h e  g i a n t  f e a t h e r e d
h a t s  t h a t  h a d  s u s t a i n e d  t h e  i n d u s t r y.  
B y  t h e  e n d  o f  1 9 1 4  t h e  m a r k e t  h a d
c o l l a p s e d .  M a n y  F e a t h e r  B a r o n s  w e r e
b a n k r u p t e d ,  a n d  n u m e r o u s  o s t r i c h  p a l a c e s
w e r e  a b a n d o n e d  o r  s o l d .  T h e  t o w n  t h a t  h a d
b r i e f l y  b e c o m e  o n e  o f  t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  p l a c e s
i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  e n t e r e d  a  l o n g  d e c l i n e .  

A C u r i o u s  M o t o r i n g  L e g a c y
To d a y,  v i s i t o r s  t o  O u d t s h o o r n  c a n  s t i l l
a d m i r e  t h e  g r a n d  F e a t h e r  P a l a c e s  t h a t
r e m a i n  f r o m  t h i s  r e m a r k a b l e  e r a .  T h e y
s t a n d  a s  m o n u m e n t s  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
u n u s u a l  e c o n o m i c  b o o m s  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a n
h i s t o r y — a n d  a s  a  r e m i n d e r  t h a t  t h e  h u m b l e
m o t o r  c a r  d i d  m o r e  t h a n  t r a n s f o r m
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  I t  a l s o  c h a n g e d  f a s h i o n ,
e n d e d  a  g l o b a l  f e a t h e r  c r a z e ,  a n d  h e l p e d
b r i n g  d o w n  a n  i n d u s t r y  t h a t  h a d  o n c e  m a d e
o s t r i c h  f e a t h e r s  a m o n g  t h e  m o s t  v a l u a b l e
l u x u r y  g o o d s  o n  E a r t h .  



SEEN ON 

WW  hh  aa  tt  ss  AA  pp  pp  W h a t s A p p 
Here are some photo’s of activities that happened during June where our club members were
enjoying their MG’s
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T-Shirt
R280 - size guide, see here below
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	WHEN OSTRICH FEATHERS WERE WORTH MORE THAN GOLD
	"The rise of the motor car did more than replace horse-drawn transport. By making extravagant feathered hats impractical, it helped end the ostrich-feather boom that made Oudtshoorn one of the wealthiest towns in South Africa before 1914."
	The Motor Car That Helped Bring Down an Empire of Feathers Long before South Africa became famous for gold, diamonds and motor manufacturing, the Klein Karoo town of Oudtshoorn grew rich from a very different commodity: ostrich feathers.
	During the late Victorian and Edwardian eras, ostrich plumes became the ultimate fashion accessory. Wealthy women in Europe, Britain and America adorned enormous hats with extravagant white, black and coloured feathers. The larger the hat and the more dramatic the plume, the greater the social status. By the early 1900s, ostrich feathers were among the most desirable luxury items in the world.
	Oudtshoorn's dry climate proved ideal for ostrich farming. Farmers began domesticating ostriches during the 1850s, and by the 1870s the first "Feather Boom" was underway. After a brief downturn, an even larger boom followed from about 1900 to 1914. Wealthy ostrich farmers became known as "Feather Barons" and built magnificent sandstone mansions that are still known today as the famous Ostrich Palaces or Feather Palaces.
	The industry reached extraordinary heights in 1913. South Africa exported approximately 450 tonnes of ostrich feathers worth around £3 million per year, making feathers the country's fourth most valuable export after gold, diamonds and wool.
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