
CONTACT US
MG Car Club - Northern Centre

c/o Umgazi & 26th Street, Menlo Park, Pretoria

FNB, cheque, 62 363 284 359

3 May - William Kelly
5 May - Richard Grover
9 May - Bernard Mostert
14 May - Denise Tilburn
17 May - Margaret Atherstone

HappyHappyHappyHappy
Birthday!Birthday!Birthday!Birthday!

Committee

M G  N O R T H E R N  C E N T R E A P R I L  2 0 2 6

UMGAZI Mag

Chairman: Bernard Mostert                        
Secretary: Richard Grover                          
Membership: Robin Clarke
Regalia: Jaco van Vuuren & Michael Mole
Social media: Shaun Freeman
Events Secretary: Frik van Sittert
Valuations: Stephen Grover
Committee member: Dirk du Plessis

1.Noggin- 4 May
2.Club night - 15 May
3.Weekend away - 23 & 24 May

What is happening?

founded February 1978
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G r e e t i n g s  t o  a l l  N o r t h e r n  C e n t r e
M e m b e r s

W e ’ v e  e n j o y e d  w h a t  I  b e l i e v e  w e r e  t h e
f i n a l  d a y s  o f  s u m m e r ,  a l t h o u g h  b y  n o w  w e
s h o u l d  h a v e  f u l l y  t r a n s i t i o n e d  i n t o  a u t u m n .
T h a t  s a i d ,  t h e  l a s t  f e w  w e e k s  o f  A p r i l  i n
P r e t o r i a  f e l t  m o r e  l i k e  C a p e  T o w n  w e a t h e r !
D e s p i t e  c o n d i t i o n s  n o t  a l w a y s  p l a y i n g
a l o n g  w i t h  p l a n n e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  w e  w e r e
f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  a  s u c c e s s f u l  m o n t h l y  r u n
t o  t h e  H a r t b e e s p o o r t  D a m  a r e a .  B e  s u r e  t o
l o o k  o u t  f o r  p h o t o s  f r o m  t h e  d a y ,  a s  w e l l
a s  h i g h l i g h t s  f r o m  t h e  c l u b  n i g h t  h o s t e d  b y
B e v  a n d  G e o f f  C u n n i n g t o n .
I ’ v e  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  u p c o m i n g  I n d a b a  i n
p r e v i o u s  n e w s l e t t e r s ,  b u t  t i m e  i s  n o w
r u n n i n g  o u t  i f  y o u ’ r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  j o i n i n g  u s
a s  t h e  e n t r i e s  c l o s e  o n  2 5  M a y  2 0 2 6 .
O n e  i m p o r t a n t  u p d a t e  I  p r e v i o u s l y
o v e r l o o k e d  i s  t h e  a w a r d i n g  o f  h o n o r a r y
m e m b e r s h i p  t o  E s r a .  P l e a s e  s e e  t h e
d e d i c a t e d  a r t i c l e  f o r  t h e  r e a s o n s  b e h i n d
t h i s  w e l l - d e s e r v e d  r e c o g n i t i o n .  

Chairman’s Note

Yo u ’ l l  a l s o  f i n d  a n  i n t e re s t i n g  fe a t u re  f ro m
1 9 8 2  o n  t h e  M G A  Tw i n  C a m ,  l i n ke d  t o
Pa t r i c k ’ s  o n g o i n g  re s t o ra t i o n  p ro j e c t ,
s h o w c a s i n g  h o w  e n t h u s i a s t s  h a ve
h i s t o r i c a l l y  e n h a n c e d  p e r fo r m a n c e  i n  t h e i r
o w n  wa ys .
N ex t  m o n t h  p ro m i s e s  t o  b e  a  b u s y  o n e ,
w i t h  o u r  w e e ke n d  a wa y  a t  Va l  o n  t h e
c a l e n d a r.  Ke e p  a n  eye  o n  t h e  Wh a t s A p p
g ro u p  fo r  a d d i t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .
I  l o o k  fo r wa r d  t o  s e e i n g  yo u  a n d  yo u r  M G
s o o n .  

O c t a go n a l l y  yo u rs ,
B e r n a r d



NightNight
CLUBCLUB

O n  Fr id a y  16  A p r i l  w e  h a d  o u r  c l u b  n i g h t  fo r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  A p r i l .  Th e re  wa s  w i n e ,
g o o d  c o m p a n y  a n d  p re g g o  ro l l s !
O u r  h o s t s  fo r  t h e  eve n i n g  wa s  B ev  a n d  G e o f f .  A  l ove l y  eve n i n g  t h a t  wa s  e n j oye d
b y  eve r yo n e .  We  eve n  m a d e  u s e  o f  “ c h i l d  l a b o u r ”  t o  b ra a i  t h e  P re g o ' s  : )  

Th a n k  yo u  fo r  a l l  t h e  m e m b e r s  t h a t  m a d e  i t  s u c h  a n  e n j oya b l e  ( a s  u s u a l )  eve n i n g .
D o  j o i n  u s  n ex t  m o n t h .



Beauty and the
Beasts...

RUN - HARTIESRUN - HARTIES  RUN - HARTIES 
MONTHLYMONTHLY  MONTHLY 

S u n d a y  2 6  A p r i l  w a s  t h e  l a s t  S u n d a y  o f
t h e  m o n t h ,  w h i c h  m e a n t  t h a t  w e  h a d
o u r  m o n t h l y  c l u b  r u n .  I t  m a y  h a v e
b e e n  a  l o n g  w e e k e n d ,  b u t  w e  h a d  a
g o o d  t u r n o u t  w h e r e  m e m b e r s  j o i n e d
a l o n g  t h e  w a y ,  o r  j u s t  s t a y e d  f o r
c o f f e e .
T h e  p l a n  w a s  t o  d o  a  “ s a f a r i  r u n ”  o u t
t o  M u l d e r d r i f t  a r e a ,  w i t h  a  c o f f e e  s t o p
b e f o r e  w e  e n j o y e d  l u n c h  i n  t h e  a r e a .
W e l l  t h e  r u n  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  a  s a f a r i
w h e r e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  u s  d r o v e  m o r e
t h a n  2 0 0 k m  f r o m  t h e  c l u b  h o u s e ,  t o
t h e  N e c k  a n d  D e c k  r e s t a u r a n t  f o r
c o f f e e  a n d  a  l o v e l y  l u n c h  a t  A v i a t o r s
p u b  i n  H a r t i e s .





MGMG
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MG
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H a p p y  B i r t h d a y  C e c i l !

F r o m  t h e  J o h a n n e s b u r g  C e n t r e s  e a r l i e s t  d a y s … w e  h a v e  a l w a y s  c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  1 2  A p r i l  e a c h
y e a r ,  a s C e c i l  K i m b e r ’ s  b i r t h d a y ,  w a y  b a c k  i n  1 8 8 8 !  A n d  o n  t h e  o c c a s i o n s ,  w h e n  i t  f e l l  o n  t h e
s a m e  d a y  a s  A n g e l a ’ s  P i c n i c  w e  w o u l d  i n v i t e  o u r  M o r g a n  a n d  A l f a  f r i e n d s  a l o n g ,  t o  s h a r e …
s o m e t i m e s  a w k w a r d  w i t h  o v e r  a  h u n d r e d  M G s !  H o w e v e r ,  a s  A l f a  c h a i r m a n ,  w a y  b a c k  i n  1 9 7 8 ,
C a p o  W i l l i a m s  i n v i t e d  m e  t o  b r i n g  a  t h r e e  m a n  M G  t e a m ,  d o w n  t o  M a s e r u  t o  c o m p e t e  w i t h  f o r t y
f o u r  A l f a s ,  i n  L e s o t h o ,  w h e r e  t h e y  h a d  T O N S  o f  p e t r o l … w e  w e n t !

A s  t h i s  w a s  s t i l l  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  o f  t h e  h a r s h  p e t r o l  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  w i t h  h e a v y  f i n e s  i f  c a u g h t  a t
r o a d b l o c k s ,  w e  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  b e  a  l i t t l e  c r e a t i v e ,  h i d i n g  t h e  e x t r a  f o r  s o m e  n o n  M G s  (  w e  r u n  i n
t h e  s m e l l  o f  o i l  r a g s  r e m e m b e r  )  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  h i l a r i o u s  s t o r i e s  o f  h o w  n a u g h t y  w e  h a d  b e e n ,
t h a n k s  t o  a  s p r i n k l i n g  o f  s o m e  C B  r a d i o s ,  i n  t h e  n o n  M G s ! ! !  A h …  t h e  g o o d  o l d  d a y s  w h e n  w e  w e r e
n a u g h t y !    

A s  o u r  A l f a  f r i e n d s  h a d  b e e n  t h e r e  f o r  u s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s ,  a n d  s o m e  w e r e  k e e n  t o  j o i n  u s ,  o n
o u r  M G  B l u e  T r a i n  a n d  M G  O v e r s e a s  t r i p s ,  i t  w a s  o n l y  r i g h t  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  i n v i t e d  a l o n g ,  t o
c e l e b r a t e  w i t h  u s … C e c i l  K i m b e r .

N o r m a n  Ew i n g  -  P re s ide n t  MG  Ca r  c l u b  c o m b i n e d  c e n t re s



H o g s v i l l e  i s  t h e  H i g h ve l d  h o m e  o f  Wi l f  a n d
Ly n d i e  M o l e ,  w o r l d  re n o w n  fo r  t h e i r  g l o r i o u s
f a r m  i n  t h e  Fre e  S t a t e … S a n d s t o n e  E s t a t e s ,
w h o  h a ve  b e e n  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  M G  C a r  C l u b
s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  s eve n t i e s ,  w h e n  Wi l f  b o u g h t  a
l i t t l e  M G  J 2 . H e  ve r y  k i n d l y ,  g a ve  u s  t h e  u s e  o f
S a n d s t o n e ,  i n  i t s  e n t i re t y  fo r  t h e  2 01 2
I n d a b a ,  eve n  p re p a r i n g  a t  g re a t  ex p e n s e ,  t w o
s t e a m  e n g i n e s  t o  t a ke  t h e  d e l i g h t e d  M G
m e m b e r s ,  f ro m  S o u t h  Af r i c a  a n d  a b ro a d ,
j oy r id i n g  o n  h i s  m o re  t h a n  t w e n t y  f i ve
k i l o m e t re s  o f  t ra c k ,  a ro u n d  t h e  g l o r i o u s  Fre e
S t a t e …  E s t a t e !

S o  t h e re  wa s  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n … M G s  f ro m
J o h a n n e s b u rg  a n d  N o r t h e r n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  A l f a
m e m b e r s ,  a l l  e n j oy i n g  t h e  f i r s t  f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n
b u i l t  b e t w e e n  P re t o r i a  a n d  J o h a n n e s b u rg  ,  s t i l l
w i t h  i t s  h a n d  o p e ra t e d  p u m p s … a n d  t o  b e
t re a t e d  t o  a  re a l  t re a t ,  o f  s e e i n g  i m m a c u l a t e l y
re s t o re d  M a s s ey  Fe rg u s o n  a n d  J o h n  D e e r ’ s ,  t h i s
i s  a  w o r k i n g  f a r m ,  t r u n d l i n g  b a c k  a n d  fo r t h ,
w i t h  l o a d s  o f  w h a t eve r.

Ly n d i e  M o l e  wa s  a s ke d  t o  c u t  t h e  c a ke … a n d  a
s p e c i a l  s u r p r i s e  wa s  w h e n  J a y  We s t a wa y
a r r i ve d  i n  h i s  i m m a c u l a t e  I r i s  B l u e  ‘ B ’  ro a d s t e r ,
w i t h  a  f ra m e d  c o p y  o f  C e c i l  K i m b e r  i n  t h e  ‘ C ’
t y p e  ‘ H o o d o o ’  a t  C ra i g a u n t l e t ,  b y  J o e  P i e t e r s e ,
a n d  s i g n e d  t o  h i s  l a t e  w i fe  M a rg a re t ,  b y
K i m b e r ’ s  d a u g h t e r  J e a n ,  w h e n  s h e  wa s  o u r
g u e s t  i n  1 9 8 8 .

A  s p e c i a l  t r i b u t e  o n  a  m o s t  m e m o ra b l e  d a y ! !



A t  t h e  2 0 2 6  C l u b  A G M  E s r a  M a r t i n s  w a s  m a d e  a n  H o n o r a r y  M e m b e r  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n

C e n t r e  a s  a  t r i b u t e  t o  a n  M G  C l u b  I c o n  w h o  j o i n e d  t h e  N o r t h e r n  C e n t r e  w h e n  h e

r e l o c a t e d  t o  P r e t o r i a ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  J o h a n n e s b u r g  C e n t r e  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .

A l w a y s  k e e n  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  C l u b  e v e n t s  f r o m  N o g g i n s  t o  m o n t h l y  r u n s  a s  w e l l  a s

I n d a b a s  a n d  w e e k e n d  e v e n t s  E s r a  p a r t i c i p a t e d  f u l l y  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  c l u b.  N o w  w e l l  i n t o

h i s  n i n e t i e s  a n d  s t i l l  d r i v i n g  h i s  M G B  i t s  f i t t i n g  t h a t  h e  j o i n s  t h i s  e l i t e  g r o u p  o f  N o r t h e r s

C e n t r e  H o n o r a r y  m e m b e r s  

MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP  

HONORARY 

T h i s  y e a r,  2 0 2 6,  m a r k s  t h e  f i f t i e t h

a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  M G  o w n e r s h i p  b y  E s r a

M a r t i n s  a n d  s o  i t  s e e m s  t i m e l y  t h a t  t h e  M G

C a r  C l u b,  N o r t h e r n  C e n t r e  s h o u l d  c o n f e r

H o n o r a r y  m e m b e r s h i p  o n  h i m .

H e  b o u g h t  h i s  f i r s t  M G  i n  s o m e w h a t  b i z a r r e

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  h a v i n g  t r a v e l l e d  f r o m  h i s

f a r m  i n  B a b s f o n t e i n  t o  a t t e n d  a n  a u c t i o n  a t

B u r c h m o r e s  w h e r e  a  R o l l s  R o y c e.  w a s  o n

o f f e r.  H a v i n g  f a i l e d  t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  R o l l s  h e

w a l k e d  p a s t  a  c a r  d e a l e r,  TA K ,  w h e r e  h e

s p o t t e d  a n  M G  TC  f o r  s a l e .  T h e  r e s t ,  t h e y

s a y,  i s  H i s t o r y  a n d  s o  s t a r t e d  a  f a s c i n a t i n g

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  M G s .  A s  i t  t u r n e d  o u t  t h e

c a r  h a d  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  b a c k g r o u n d  h a v e i n g

b e e n  o w n e d  a n d  r e s t o r e d  b y  B a s i l  L a n d a u ,

t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  L e y l a n d ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a .

A f t e r  4 2  y e a r s  o f  o w n e r s h i p,  a  c o m p l e t e

r e b u i l d  a n d  l o t s  o f  T LC  h e  r e l u c t a n t l y

p a s s e d  i t  o n .

A n  M G A  w a s  h i s  n e x t ,  a n d  a l s o  h i s  f a v o u r i t e

M G .  B o u g h t  a s  a  b a s k e t  c a s e  a n d  f u l l y

r e b u i l t  h e  h a d  s e v e r a l  o u t s t a n d i n g

o v e r s e a s  a d v e n t u r e s  r a l l y i n g  i t  f r o m

A m s t e r d a m  t o  M o s c o w  i n  a  f i e l d  o f  a b o u t

10 0  c l a s s i c  c a r s .  I n  19 9 9  t h e  A  w a s  a g a i n

p r e s s e d  i n t o  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  M i l l e  M i l l a s

r a l l y  i n  U r u g u a y.  

T h e  H i s t o r i c  M o n t e  C a r l o  r a l l y  i n  E u r o p e

w a s  n e x t  o f  h i s  l i s t ,  a l t h o u g h  f o r  t e c h n i c a l

r e a s o n s ,  i t  w a s  r e - n a m e d  T h e  W i n t e r

C h a l l e n g e.  

E z  a n d  M a t h e w,  h i s  L o n d o n  b a s e d

n a v i g a t o r,  w e r e  a m o n g  t h e  6 3  f i n i s h e r s

o u t  o f  a  f i e l d  o f  17 6.  

To g e t h e r  w i t h  W i l l e m  v a n  d e r  S t o e p  h e

c o n v e r t e d  a  M G  Y  Ty p e  s a l o o n  i n t o  a

r o a d s t e r  b a s e d  o n  c o n v e r s i o n s  c a r r i e d

o u t  b y  S w i s s  c o a c h  b u i l d e r s ,  R e i n b o l t  a n d

C h r i s t i e .

W h e n  h e  m o v e d  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h e

t o o k  w i t h  h i m  h i s  c u r r e n t  M G ,  a  r e b u i l t  T F

w h i c h  s e r v e d  h i m  w e l l ,  e n a b l i n g  h i m  t o

t a k e  p a r t  i n  m a n y  t o u r s  a n d  r u n s  b e f o r e

r e t u r n i n g  t o  S A .  H e  t h e n  a c q u i r e d  a n  M G B

V 8 ,  w h i c h  m a n y  y e a r s  l a t e r  e n d e d  u p  i n

t h e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  S t e p h e n  G r o v e r.  

E s r a ’s  d a i l y  d r i v e r  i s  a  R u b b e r  b u m p e r

M G B  w h i c h  h e  b o u g h t  f r o m  G e o f f  a n d  B e v

C u n n i n g t o n  c o m p l e t i n g  c o n t i n u o u s  M G

o w n e r s h i p  f o r  5 0  y e a r s .



Unique Unique 
MG Twin Cams MG Twin Cams 

L aw r i e  A l ex a n de r  -  M o s s  M o to r i n g  19 8 5

Th e  d o u b l e  ove r h e a d  c a m s h a f t  e n g i n e
f i t t e d  t o  t h e  M G A  Tw i n - C a m  m o d e l s  wa s
k n o w n  a s  m u c h  fo r  i t s  n o t o r i o u s
u n re l i a b i l i t y  a s  fo r  i t s  10 8  b h p  o u t p u t .
C l e a r l y ,  t h i s  h e a d  d e s i g n  ex t ra c t s  m o re
p o w e r  f ro m  a  g i ve n  d i s p l a c e m e n t  a n d  s o m e
m a n u f a c t u re r s  a c h i eve d  s o l id  c o m m e rc i a l
s u c c e s s  w i t h  i t  ( A l f a  R o m e o ,  Fi a t ,  J a g u a r,  t o
n a m e  j u s t  a  fe w ) .  M G ,  h o w eve r,
d i s c o n t i n u e d  t h e  t w i n - c a m  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f
p o o r  s a l e s  a n d  t h u s  t h e  o n l y  p o s t- wa r  M G
f a c t o r y  e n g i n e  o f  t h i s  d e s i g n  p a s s e d  i n t o
h i s t o r y .

Fe w  h i s t o r i a n s  h a ve  d o c u m e n t e d  o t h e r,
n o n -  f a c t o r y  s u p p o r t e d  a t t e m p t s  t o
p ro d u c e  t w i n - c a m  M G  e n g i n e  c o n ve r s i o n s .
R e a l i z i n g  t h e  p e r fo r m a n c e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e
d o u b l e  ove r h e a d  c a m  h e a d ,  a  n u m b e r  o f
p r i va t e e r s  i n  t h e  U . S . A  ex p e r i m e n t e d  d u r i n g
t h e  1 9 5 0 ’ s .  

A l l  s h a re d  a  c o m m o n  g o a l  t o  m a ke  a  ra c e - c a r  g o  f a s t e r .  S a d l y ,  t h ey  a l l  a l s o  m e t  t h e  s a m e  l a c k  o f
s u c c e s s .  H e re  w e  w i l l  d e a l  w i t h  fo u r  va r i a t i o n s  o f  t h e  t w i n - c a m  t h e m e ,  b a s e d  o n  XPAG / XP EG
b l o c k s .  Tw o  a re  f a i r l y  w e l l  k n o w n ,  t h a n k s  t o  p u b l i c i t y  i n  t h e  ‘ H o t  R o d ”  p re s s  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h ey
w e re  b u i l t .  Th e  o t h e r  t w o  a re  v i r t u a l l y  u n k n o w n  a n d  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e i r
h i s t o r y  a n d  t h e i r  ex i s t e n c e .

T H E  UI H L E I N  T WI N - CAM

R e a d e r s  o f  t h e  S e p t e m b e r,  1 9 5 3 ,  i s s u e  o f  ‘ S p e e d  A g e ’  w e re  t re a t e d  t o  a  c ove r  s h o t  o f  a  l o w ,
s l e e k  t w o - s e a t  ra c e r,  a n d  a  3 -  p a g e  s t o r y  o n  w h a t  t h e  e d i t o r s  c a l l e d … ’  a  s e r i o u s  t h re a t  t o  fo re i g n
d o m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  1 . 5  l i t e r  c l a s s ’ .  B u i l t  i n  M i l wa u ke e ,  t h e  b ra i n c h i l d  o f  D a v id  V .  U i h l e i n ,  t h e
a l u m i n u m  b o d y  t o p p e d  a  m o d i f i e d  T D  c h a s s i s .  U n d e r -  h o o d  l a y  t h e  t w i n  c a m ,  XPAG  d e r i ve d
e n g i n e  d e s i g n e d  b y  We i k ko  Le p a re n ,  re p u t e d  t o  g i ve  9 0  b h p .



Th e  h e a d  a n d  c a m  h o u s i n g s  w e re  c a s t  o f  n i c ke l - a l l oy  s t e e l  a n d  p rov id e d  3 6 0  d e g re e  wa t e r
c o o l i n g  a ro u n d  t h e  1  7 / 16 ″  va l ve s  Th e  c a m s  w e re  g e a r  d r i ve n  f ro m  t h e  c ra n k s h a f t  v i a  a n  a l l
n e w  g e a r  d r i ve  a r ra n g e m e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c a m  re m a i n e d  t o  d r i ve  t h e  o i l  p u m p  a n d
d i s t r i b u t o r.  C o m b u s t i o n  c h a m b e r s  w e re  h e m i s p h e r i c a l  w i t h  c e n t ra l l y  l o c a t e d  s p a r k  p l u g s .  D u a l
S LTs  w e re  m o u n t e d  o n  t h e  l e f t  a n d  fo u r  l o n g ,  s t ra i g h t  p i p e s  ex i t e d  o n  t h e  r i g h t .  S p e e d  A g e
re p o r t e d  “ Th e  U i h l e i n  s p e c i a l  re t i re d  w i t h  m i n o r  m e c h a n i c a l  t ro u b l e  i n  i t s  i n i t i a l  t e s t  a t  t h e
C h a n u t e  Fi e l d  s p o r t s  c a r  eve n t  a t  R a n t o u l ,  I L ,  o n  J u n e  14 t h .  B u t  U i h l e i n  a n d  h i s  c o m p a n i o n s  i n
t h i s  ve n t u re  a re  c o n f id e n t  t h e  b u g s  c o m m o n  t o  a n y  n e w  d e s i g n  w i l l  b e  e l i m i n a t e d ’ .  S a d l y ,  t h i s
wa s  n o t  t o  b e !  Th e re  a re  n o  k n o w n  re p o r t s  o f  t h e  c a r  eve r  p e r fo r m i n g  i n  a  c o n v i n c i n g l y
s u c c e s s f u l  m a n n e r.



TH E  R U NYAN  T WI N - CAM

M a rc h ,  1 9 5 6 ,  s a w  a n  XPAG - b a s e d  t w i n  c a m
e n g i n e  p u b l i c i ze d  i n  ‘ H o t  R o d ’  m a g a z i n e .  N o t  a
g re a t  d e a l  o f  i n fo r m a t i o n  wa s  g i ve n ,  b u t
d y n a m o m e t e r  re a d i n g s  o f  7 8  t o  8 0  b h p  w e re
re p o r t e d ,  a n d  ove r  1 10  b h p  wa s  p ro j e c t e d  fo r
t h e  e n g i n e  i n  i t s  f i n a l  d eve l o p m e n t  s t a g e s . Th e
e n g i n e  wa s  d eve l o p e d  b y  D a l e  R u n ya n ,  B i l l
Z i m m e r m a n ,  a n d  N o r m a n  Ti m b s ,  p re s u m a b l y  i n
t h e  Lo s  A n g e l e s  a re a .  It  wa s  t o  b e  o f fe re d  a s
a  $ 5 0 0  k i t  b u t  n o  m e n t i o n  wa s  m a d e  i n  t h e
a r t i c l e  a s  t o  w h e re  yo u  c o u l d  b u y  o n e  o f  t h e s e
k i t s .  Wh e t h e r  m a n y  p e o p l e  d id ,  o r  i f  t h e
e n g i n e  wa s  eve r  s u c c e s s f u l ,  re m a i n s
u n d o c u m e n t e d .  Tw o  a re  k n o w n  t o  ex i s t  t o d a y ,
a l t h o u g h  n e i t h e r  i s  i n s t a l l e d  i n  a  c a r  o r
r u n n i n g .

TH E  KE N  M I L ES  T WI N - CAM

Th i s  o n e  s u r f a c e d  i n  1 9 7 7 ,  w h e n  a  c h a p
s h o w e d  u p  i n  S a n t a  Ba r b a ra  w i t h
p h o t o g ra p h s  o f  a  TC  e n g i n e  w i t h  a  d o u b l e -
ove r h e a d  c a m  h e a d .  S h o r t l y  t h e re a f t e r ,  C h r i s
N o w l a n  ( M o s s  M o t o r s ’  P ro d u c t  D eve l o p m e n t
M a n a g e r )  p u rc h a s e d  t h e  e n g i n e  a n d  a n
a s s o r t m e n t  o f  s p a re  p a r t s .

Th e  e n g i n e  wa s ,  i n  f a c t ,  b u i l t  a ro u n d  o n e  o f
t h e  f a c t o r y  1 5 0 0  c o m p e t i t i o n  b l o c k s  m a d e
fo r  t h e  E X  17 9  R e c o r d  a t t e m p t  i n  A u g u s t
1 9 5 4 .  Th e  h e a d ,  m a c h i n e d  f ro m  a  s o l id  b i l l e t
o f  a l u m i n u m  a n d  ex t e n s i ve l y  d e c o ra t e d  b y
d a m a s c e n i n g  ( a ’  l a  B u g a t t i ! ) ,  h a d
h e m i s p h e r i c a l ,  c o m b u s t i o n  c h a m b e r s ,  t w o
c a m s  c h a i n  d r i ve n  v i a  a n  id l e r  o n  t h e  o r i g i n a l
c a m s h a f t ,  a  L u c a s  m a g n e t o  d r i ve n  o f f  t h e
re a r  o f  t h e  ex h a u s t  c a m  a n d  p rov i s i o n  fo r  a
d r y  s u m p  s ys t e m .

 N o  i n d u c t i o n  s ys t e m  wa s  f i t t e d  b u t  t h e  s p a re  p a r t s  i n c l ud e d  fo u r  A m a l  m o t o rcyc l e
c a r b u re t t o r s  w h i c h  n e a t l y  b o l t e d  t o  t h e  h e a d .  L i ke w i s e ,  t h e re  wa s  n o  ex h a u s t  m a n i fo l d ,  j u s t
fo u r  s t u b  p i p e s  o f f  t h e  h e a d .  A n  i n t e re s t i n g  n o t e  wa s  t h a t  t h e  f i r i n g  o r d e r  wa s  1  - 4 - 3 - 2 ,
a l t h o u g h  t h e  c ra n k  a n d  ro d s  w e re  s t o c k  T F  1 5 0 0  w i t h  h i g h - t o p  p i s t o n s .  Th e  e n g i n e  h a d
o b v i o u s l y  b e e n  r u n ,  h a d  s e i ze d  u p  f ro m  l a c k  o f  o i l  ( # 3  ro d  b e a r i n g  h a d  s p u n )  a n d  t h e  b l o c k  b o re
ev id e n c e  o f  a n  ex t e r n a l  f i re  o n  t h e  ex h a u s t  s id e .  Th e  l i ke n e s s  t o  a  TC  e n g i n e  c a m e  f ro m  t h e  f a c t
t h a t  t h e  m o t o r  h a d  a  n a r ro w e d  TC  f ro n t  b e a re r  p l a t e .

M a n y  m o n t h s  o f  e n q u i r i e s  s h e d  n o  l i g h t  o n  t h e  e n g i n e ’ s  h i s t o r y .  Eve n t u a l l y ,  i t  b e c a m e
re a s o n a b l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i t  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  b y  Ke n  M i l e s  fo r  h i s  s e c o n d  f a m o u s  M G  s p e c i a l ,  ‘ Th e
F l y i n g  S h i n g l e ’ .  M i l e s  h a d  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  d r i ve r s  ( a l o n g  w i t h  G e o rg e  Eys t o n )  o f  E X  17 9  a n d
r u m o r  h a d  i t  t h a t  a  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  s p a re  e n g i n e  p a r t s  w e re  Ke n ’ s ’  t h a n k- yo u ’  f ro m  h i s
i n vo l ve m e n t  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  re c o r d  a t t e m p t .



 
B o t h  M i l e s  s p e c i a l s  h a d  u s e d  TC  b e a re r  p l a t e s ,
a n d  t h e  c e n t e r s  o n  t h e  e n g i n e  f i t  ex a c t l y  t h e
m o u n t s  o n  ‘ S h i n g l e ’ s ’  c h a s s i s .  Th i s  wa s
c o n f i r m e d  b y ’ S h i n g l e ’ s ’  p re s e n t  o w n e r,  w h o
a l s o  fo u n d  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i a l l y  b u i l t  d r y  s u m p  o i l
p a n  i n c l ud e d  i n  t h e  s p a re s  C h r i s  b o u g h t  f i t  t h e
c h a s s i s  l a yo u t  p e r fe c t l y .  ‘ S h i n g l e ’  u s e d  a  TC
g e a r b ox  a n d  t h e  e n g i n e ’ s  l i g h t e n e d  f l y w h e e l
wa s  a n  e a r l y ,  s m a l l  f l y w h e e l  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n
m o d i f i e d  t o  r u n  a n  8 ″  c l u t c h  i n  a  TC
b e l l h o u s i n g .  Th e  m o s t  p o s i t i ve  c l u e  c a m e  f ro m
o n e  o l d - t i m e  ra c e r  w h o  re m e m b e re d  s e e i n g
‘ S h i n g l e ’  d r i ve n  i n  a  c l u b  eve n t  b e t w e e n  t h e
o n e  f u l l  s e a s o n  M i l e s  ra c e d  ‘ S h i n g l e ’  a n d  t h e
n ex t  ye a r  w h e n  h e  f i r s t  d rove  t h e  ‘ P o o p e r ’ ,  o r
P o r s c h e - C o o p e r  s p e c i a l .  Th i s  wa s  p ro b a b l y
‘ S h i n g l e ’ s ’  l a s t  o u t i n g  i n  M i l e s ’  h a n d s  a n d  t h e
o l d - t i m e r  re m e m b e r s  i t  re t i re d  w h e n  a n  o i l  l i n e
b ro ke  a n d  c a u s e d  a n  e n g i n e  f i re  . . !  N o t  p ro o f
t h a t  i t  wa s  M i l e s ’  e n g i n e  b u t  e n o u g h
c i rc u m s t a n t i a l  ev id e n c e  t o  s wa y  m o s t  j u r i e s !

Wh e re  i s  i t  n o w ?  D o n  M a r t i n e  o f  Pa c i f i c  G rove ,
C a l i fo r n i a  a c q u i re d  i t  f ro m  C h r i s  a n d  f i t t e d  i t ,
re w o r ke d ,  t o  a  TC  s p e c i a l  w h i c h  f i r s t  a p p e a re d
a t  t h e  S a n t a  Ba r b a ra  G O F  i n  1 9 8 2 .  Th e  c a r  wa s
t h e n  ra c e d  i n  a  fe w  We s t  C o a s t  Vi n t a g e
eve n t s ,  p u t t i n g  u p  s o m e  ve r y  c re d i t a b l e  l a p
t i m e s .  U n fo r t u n a t e l y ,  i t  a l s o  s u f fe re d  m a n y
m i n o r  p ro b l e m s ;  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  a  d ro p p e d
va l ve .  It  n o w  a wa i t s  f u r t h e r  d eve l o p m e n t .



TH E  P U MA  T WI N  CAM

I n  1 9 8 0 ,  a  c h a n c e  m e e t i n g  l e d  L a w r i e  A l ex a n d e r  ( M o s s  S a l e s  M a n a g e r )  t o  a n o t h e r  o n e - o f f
t w i n  c a m  c o n ve r s i o n .

P U MA  a n  a c ro n y m  fo r  P u r d y - M u l l e r  A s s o c i a t e s ,  wa s  t h e  n a m e  g i ve n  t o  t h i s  h e a d  w h i c h
wa s  b u i l t  i n  1 9 5 5  b y  H a t t o n  P u r d y  a n d  R ud y  M u l l e r  i n  Lo s  A n g e l e s .  R ud y  wa s  a
p a t t e r n m a ke r  w h o  h a d  b u i l t  a  n u m b e r  o f  s u c h  h e a d s  fo r  V - 8  e n g i n e s ;  H a t t o n  wa s  a
m a c h i n i s t  a n d  s o m e t i m e  ra c e r.  Th ey  h a d  p l a n n e d  t o  ra c e  t h i s  e n g i n e  a  T D ,  t h e n  s e l l
c o m p l e t e  k i t s ,  b u t  n eve r  w e n t  b eyo n d  t h e  f i r s t  e n g i n e .

Th e  h e a d  wa s  c a s t  a l u m i n u m  a s  w e re  t h e  va l ve  c ove r s ,  wa t e r  m a n i fo l d s ,  t i m i n g  c h a i n
c ove r s  a n d  n u m e ro u s  s m a l l  f i t t i n g s .  Th e  c a m s  w e re  s p e c i a l l y  m a d e ,  o p e ra t i n g  d i re c t l y  o n
va l ve  b u c ke t s  ( s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  J a g u a r  s e t- u p ) ,  d r i ve n  b y  g e a r s  f ro m  a  c h a i n  d r i ve n  c e n t e re d
g e a r.  Tw o  i n d u c t i o n  s ys t e m s  w e re  p re p a re d ,  o n e  u s i n g  t w o  1 / 2 ”  S U s  o n  a  l o g  m a n i fo l d  t h e
o t h e r  w i t h  a  p a i r  o f  h o m e m a d e  ( ! )  t w i n - c h o ke  S U s  o n  a  d i re c t- fe e d  m a n i fo l d !  A  T - s e r i e s
wa t e r  p u m p  wa s  m o u n t e d  t o  o n e  s id e  o f  t h e  n e w  t i m i n g  c ove r,  c o o l i n g  t h e  e n g i n e  v i a
s p e c i a l  m a n i fo l d s .

Af t e r  a c q u i r i n g  t h e  e n g i n e ,  L a w r i e  fo u n d  t h e  re a s o n  t h e  p ro j e c t  wa s  a b a n d o n e d :  t h e  h e a d
wa s  c ra c ke d .  Af t e r  s eve ra l  a t t e m p t s  t o  re p a i r  w h a t  p rove d  t o  b e  a  ve r y  p o ro u s  c a s t i n g ,
t h e  e n g i n e  eve n t u a l l y  w e n t  t o g e t h e r  a n d  wa s  i n s t a l l e d  i n  a  T D  fo r  i t s  f i r s t  re a l  t e s t  d r i ve -
3 , 4 0 0  m i l e s  t o  G O F  i n  Vi c t o r i a ,  EG ,  a n d  b a c k .  Th i s  t r i p  p rove d  t h e  c o n ve r s i o n  h a d
p o t e n t i a l ,  s o  t h e  e n g i n e  wa s  re m ove d  fo r  a d d i t i o n a l  w o r k  t o  c u re  i t s  n u m e ro u s  o i l  l e a k s
a ro u n d  t h e  h e a d  a n d  c a m  d r i ve  g e a r.  It  i s  a l s o  b e i n g  f i t t e d  w i t h  re - p ro f i l e d  c a m s h a f t s  ( t o
e n a b l e  t h e  t i m i n g  a n d  c l e a ra n c e s  t o  b e  s e t  w i t h  l e s s  g u e s s  w o r k ) ,  a n d  d i f fe re n t
c a r b u re t i o n .  If  a l l  g o e s  w e l l ,  i t  w i l l  re a p p e a r  l a t e r  i n  1 9 8 5  f i t t e d  t o  L a w r i e ’ s  b o a t- t a i l e d  T D
ra c e - c a r.

S o ,  i n  a  w o r l d  w h e re  m a n y  M G A  Tw i n  C a m s  a re  s t i l l  c h e r i s h e d  b y  t h e i r  o w n e r s ,  t h e re  a re
fo u r  k n o w n  t w i n - c a m  ve r s i o n s  o f  t h e  XPAG / XP EG  d e s i g n .  A re  t h e re  m o re?
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	MONTHLY
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	MG HOGSVILLE
	Happy Birthday Cecil!
	From the Johannesburg Centres earliest days…we have always celebrated the 12 April each year, asCecil Kimber’s birthday, way back in 1888! And on the occasions, when it fell on the same day as Angela’s Picnic we would invite our Morgan and Alfa friends along, to share…sometimes awkward with over a hundred MGs! However, as Alfa chairman, way back in 1978, Capo Williams invited me to bring a three man MG team, down to Maseru to compete with forty four Alfas, in Lesotho, where they had TONS of petrol…we went!
	As this was still at the time, of the harsh petrol restrictions, with heavy fines if caught at roadblocks, we were forced to be a little creative, hiding the extra for some non MGs ( we run in the smell of oil rags remember ) there were many hilarious stories of how naughty we had been, thanks to a sprinkling of some CB radios, in the non MGs!!! Ah… the good old days when we were naughty!
	As our Alfa friends had been there for us in the early days, and some were keen to join us, on our MG Blue Train and MG Overseas trips, it was only right that they should be invited along, to celebrate with us…Cecil Kimber.


	HONORARY
	Unique
	MG Twin Cams
	The double overhead camshaft engine fitted to the MGA Twin-Cam models was known as much for its notorious unreliability as for its 108 bhp output. Clearly, this head design extracts more power from a given displacement and some manufacturers achieved solid commercial success with it (Alfa Romeo, Fiat, Jaguar, to name just a few). MG, however, discontinued the twin-cam in the face of poor sales and thus the only post-war MG factory engine of this design passed into history.
	Few historians have documented other, non- factory supported attempts to produce twin-cam MG engine conversions. Realizing the performance potential of the double overhead cam head, a number of privateers in the U.S.A experimented during the 1950’s.
	All shared a common goal to make a race-car go faster. Sadly, they all also met the same lack of success. Here we will deal with four variations of the twin-cam theme, based on XPAG/XPEG blocks. Two are fairly well known, thanks to publicity in the ‘Hot Rod” press at the time they were built. The other two are virtually unknown and this is the first documentation of their history and their existence.
	THE UIHLEIN TWIN-CAM
	Readers of the September, 1953, issue of ‘Speed Age’ were treated to a cover shot of a low, sleek two-seat racer, and a 3- page story on what the editors called…’ a serious threat to foreign domination of the 1.5 liter class’. Built in Milwaukee, the brainchild of David V. Uihlein, the aluminum body topped a modified TD chassis. Under- hood lay the twin cam, XPAG derived engine designed by Weikko Leparen, reputed to give 90 bhp.



	The head and cam housings were cast of nickel-alloy steel and provided 360 degree water cooling around the 1 7/16″ valves The cams were gear driven from the crankshaft via an all new gear drive arrangement, although the original cam remained to drive the oil pump and distributor. Combustion chambers were hemispherical with centrally located spark plugs. Dual SLTs were mounted on the left and four long, straight pipes exited on the right. Speed Age reported “The Uihlein special retired with minor mechanical trouble in its initial test at the Chanute Field sports car event at Rantoul, IL, on June 14th. But Uihlein and his companions in this venture are confident the bugs common to any new design will be eliminated’. Sadly, this was not to be! There are no known reports of the car ever performing in a convincingly successful manner.
	Both Miles specials had used TC bearer plates, and the centers on the engine fit exactly the mounts on ‘Shingle’s’ chassis. This was confirmed by’Shingle’s’ present owner, who also found that the specially built dry sump oil pan included in the spares Chris bought fit the chassis layout perfectly. ‘Shingle’ used a TC gearbox and the engine’s lightened flywheel was an early, small flywheel which had been modified to run an 8″ clutch in a TC bellhousing. The most positive clue came from one old-time racer who remembered seeing ‘Shingle’ driven in a club event between the one full season Miles raced ‘Shingle’ and the next year when he first drove the ‘Pooper’, or Porsche-Cooper special. This was probably ‘Shingle’s’ last outing in Miles’ hands and the old-timer remembers it retired when an oil line broke and caused an engine fire ..! Not proof that it was Miles’ engine but enough circumstantial evidence to sway most juries!
	Where is it now? Don Martine of Pacific Grove, California acquired it from Chris and fitted it, reworked, to a TC special which first appeared at the Santa Barbara GOF in 1982. The car was then raced in a few West Coast Vintage events, putting up some very creditable lap times. Unfortunately, it also suffered many minor problems; culminating in a dropped valve. It now awaits further development.
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