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MG Car Club Northern Centre 
Newsletter 

 

February 2016   —   Issue 411 

MG Car Club-Northern Centre 
 

PO Box 11430, Silver Lakes 0054 
 

Clubhouse c/o Umgazi Road & 26th Avenue, Menlo Park Pretoria. 
 

Meetings usually on first Monday of Month, check by phone. 
 

www.mgcc-north.co.za 
 

GPS S 25 46.495 E 28 16.035 

The Mostert’s MG TC and the Boeing 747 “Lebombo” at the SAA 
Museum during the January Run. 
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Club Banking Details  
 

Account Name “MG Car Club-Northern Centre”  
FNB Bank Account Number 62363284359  

Branch Code 250655 Menlyn Square  

Notices 

 
The opinions expressed in this Newsletter do not  

necessarily represent the views of the MG Car Club 
Northern Centre or the Executive Committee. 

2015-2016  
Committee Members 

Stephen Grover 

Chairman & Newsletter 
082 818 0540 Stephendgrover@gmail.com 

Steve Eden 
Treasurer & Vice-chair 

082 372 8740 stevejreden@gmail.com 

George Dehlen 

Secretary, Webpage, 
Attendance & Points  
Registers 

082 492 1806 

012 991 1754 
gdehlen@iafrica.com 

Jay Westaway 

Clubhouse Refreshments 
& Trophies 

079 528 1954 jayw@vodamail.co.za 

Dave Westaway 

Motorsport Liaison and 
Competition 

061 987 5406 
Fleetprotection 
services@gmail.com  

Gary Chapman 

Indaba Regalia 
082 653 1888 ghachapman@gmail.com  

Pepi Gaspari 

Indaba Chairman 
082 410 1569 marpepi@iafrica.com 

Claus Pille 

Records Management / 
Club Social 

084 521 0419 pillecd@gmail.com 

Vehicle Valuations 

Carel Wilken 

 

083 391 1611 

012 386 2136 
Hercar Restorations 

New Members 
 

No new members this month… 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming more members 
in the new year. 

WAYFARERS GUEST HOUSE 
Chris Colverd 

 
92, MALIEVELD 

STREET, 
SABIE, MPUMALANGA. 
Tel: 013 764 1500 Cell: 

0766144027 
E mail: stayo-

ver@wayfarers.co.za 
 

Web: 
www.wayfarers.co.za 

ALAN’S AUTO ELECTRICAL 

Generator, Alternator, Wiring 

Spares and Repairs 
 

ALAN ZEEDERBERG 
 

Tel:012 347 7326 – Cell: 083 310 9580 
 

LUCAS AND ALL OTHER MAKES 

FED UP WITH OLD POINTS AND  

CONDENSORS?? 

FIT ACCUSPARK!! 

 
MODERN IGNITION SYSTEMS FOR CLASSIC CARS 

SPORTS COILS, LUCAS ROTORS & D-CAPS 
KITS ARE VERY AFFORDABLE @ JUST R495 & EASY TO 

FIT 

Subscriptions 
 

A reminder that subscriptions are now due.  As per the 
note in the November Newsletter subscriptions have 
now increased to R330 per year - with a R30 discount 
if paid by EFT. 
 

mailto:jayw@vodamail.co.za
mailto:stayover@wayfarers.co.za
mailto:stayover@wayfarers.co.za
http://www.wayfarers.co.za
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FROM THE WORKBENCH 
 

 
Another busy month of things MG is reported on in the newsletter.  I hope that you enjoy the contents, and the reports 
on the activities either reminds you of the good time had, or encourages participation in events in the future! 
 
This past month we had the first Noggin of the year, which was well attended.  It 
was good to catch up with friends after the festive season.  We also had the first 
pub-evening of the year, which was catered by Hazel and Steve Eden, and the 
Mostert family added additional spice by agreeing to show their newly acquired 
TC in the club house.  I know that I keep beating this drum, but if you have not 
yet come to one of our pub evenings you really should make an effort to attend.  
They are wonderful ways to connect with the likeminded friends, and wind down 
after a long week! 
 
We also enjoyed participated in an event at the Phyllis Robertson Home, and did 
a run to the SAA museum.  Both of these events are reported on in the  
newsletter, and were enjoyed by all who attended. 
 
Finally, some members took up the “last-minute” offer of special priced tickets to 
attend the Passion for Speed event at Zwartkops on the last weekend of the 
month.  As always this was a great event, and great to see that South African historic motorsport has such great mo-
mentum at the moment.  The showing, and performance, of the MG’s was impressive, and once again I was struck by 

how many more MG’s were competing than other British marques!  We 
salute the enthusiasts who continue to “Maintain the Breed” by keeping 
MG’s on Track! 
 
The coming month includes the AGM, advertised below.  Please attend 
this to ensure that you attend this to make sure that you have a say in the 
discussions around the future of your club!   
 
Also scheduled for this month is a Work Day at the clubhouse.  We need 
to give the clubhouse a bit of a spit & polish ahead of the year, and we 
would like to encourage members to join for a morning of honest work and 
a braai at lunchtime before heading home.  This will take place on 6 Feb-
ruary, and it would be appreciated if you would let me know if you are 
planning to join us so that we can plan tasks appropriately. 
 
We also have the Awards evening, which will be held at the February pub 
evening this month—taking place on the 12th.  Please join us to support 
the members who have outdone themselves over the course of the last 12 

months, and to be involved in the general festivities of pub evenings. 
 
Plans are proceeding well for the Show at Brooklyn.  We have received great sup-
port from the Mall, and are looking forward to a good event.  The details are else-
where in the newsletter, and please let us know if you are able to assist with the 
event in anyway possible. 
 
On a personal note both the ‘A and the ‘BGT are running well—the B resplendent 
with new/second-hand Miniators fitted and fresh Michelin rubber!  I have been 
amazed by the effect that the new rubber has made to the drive of the car!  This 
means that we’re back up to 50% running, and all is well in the Grover household!  
The challenge remains to get up to 75% soon as it will be some years before the J2 
is ready for the road, but that’s okay. 
 
Finally, I would like to make two comments regarding membership.  By definition the 
Exco has a limited insight into the club.  We know what activities we enjoy and try 
our best not to become “Stuck-in-a-run” when it comes to events and activities.  
However, we are always open to new ideas, and are willing to overhaul our thinking 
if need be.  Should there anything which you feel that we could be doing differently, 
or better, please speak to us - this is the only way that we can improve the experi-
ence of members within the club. 
 

The Mostert’s TC and Cobus Kanfer’s Rub-
ber Bumpber MGB.  The first and the last of 

the post-war MG’s to be produced at  
Abingdon 

 

Members Robin and Liesel Clark with the Magnette at 
the Zwartkops on 30 January, ahead of the 2nd Heat 

of “Little Giants”. 

Behind the Wheel of the Prized ‘A on the 
way to the SAA Museum.  Honoured to 

lead the convoy on the way there! 
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Also, with the start of the new year, I would like to encourage members to become involved in the club.  I am fully aware 
that it can be challenging to come to events when you feel that you don’t know anybody, or if you haven't attended an 
event for some time, but the real value in the club comes from becoming involved and attending events.  The full value 
of the club can only be unlocked through attendance and involvement!   
 
We hope to see more members at events during the course of 2016.  This is an indaba year, and it is going to be a busy 
and exciting year for the club! 
 
Octagonally, 
 
Stephen Grover 
 

Members enjoying a Guided Tour of the Boeing 747 “Lebombo” with Cobus Kanfer at 
the SAA Museum on 24 January. 

AGM - 1 February 2016 
 
In terms of the Constitution of the MG Car Club Northern Centre (MGCC-NC) notice is hereby given that the Annual 
General Meeting of the MGCC-NC will be held on Monday Feb 1, 2016 at the Clubhouse, 26 Umgazi Road, Menlo Park 
Pretoria, at 20h00. 
 
In terms of the Constitution three existing Committee members must be carried over to serve on the 2016 Committee. 
Exco members Pepi Gaspari, Steve Eden & Stephen Grover will be carried over to serve on the 2016 committee. Nomi-
nations are required for a minimum of a further four candidates to fill the remaining positions. 
 
Nominations, signed by the nominator and nominee, must be submitted to any Exco member before 20h00 on Feb 1, 
2016 
 
Any member, wishing to add an item to the AGM agenda for discussion must submit a suitably motivated request, 
signed by five members, to the Secretary before January 25 2016. 

 

Nomination Form for 2016 Committee 
 
I, ………………………………………………….. Being a member in good standing of the MG Car Club, Northern Centre, 
hereby nominate ……………………………………. to stand for election to the Club’s Executive Committee. 
 
Nominator Signature:……………………………………………….  Date: …………………………. 
 
I accept the nomination and agree to serve on the committee if elected. 
 
Nominee Signature: ………………………………………………..  Date: …………………………... 
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A DAY AT THE MUSEUM 
Stephen Grover 

 

The Club gathered, overcast and early, at the clubhouse to rendezvous  
before a driving in convoy to the SAA museum at Rand Airport. 
 
The convoy made steady progress from the clubhouse through a bit of rain, 
and arrived at Rand Airport just after 10:00.  The old Transvaal Aviation Club 
(TAC) has recently been redone into a somewhat trendy bar, and is well 
worth stopping in at if you find yourself in the area.   
 
We enjoyed a buffet breakfast, before heading across the museum to enjoy 
the static displays and the aircraft on the tarmac.  A tour of the indoor muse-
um was given my museum staff, before heading out to tour the aircraft.   
 
Fellow MG Enthusiast and Johannesburg Centre member Cobus Kanfer, 
who is a registered 747 mechanic with SAA, provided a tour of the two 747’s 
on display. 
 
Finally, some members headed home while others retired to the bar for some 
Castle Larger Tank Beer, or other cold refreshment.   
 
All in all a great day was had by all.  Our thanks must go to the museum—
they are doing a wonderful job of maintaining some unique South African her-
itage, and we were glad to be able to support their cause! 
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PHYLLIS ROBERTSON HOME 
Stephen Grover 

 

On Saturday 16 January the Club went to the Phyllis Robertson Home to deliver the goods collected over the course of 
our year-end celebrations, and to take the residents of the home around the area in our cars. 
 
The Phyllis Robertson home is a care centre which aims to provide high quality 
care for people with disabilities, either mental or physical.  The residents were all 
very  
excited by our cars, and were thrilled to be taken for drives in them. 
 
A convenient 2 km circular route was used for the drives, and this route was drive 
over a dozen times by each car.  By the end of the driving activities all residents 
had been in most of the cars, and family members and staff had also been take 
around. 
 
After the driving a Braai was held and all people in attendance enjoyed a Boere-
wors roll and an ice cream sponsored by Boksburg Lake Rotaract who were also 
assisting.   
 
The day concluded with “Christmas Packs” being distributed and the residents 
were all thrilled with their gifts. 
 
The day was enjoyed by all who attended, and it was truly a humbling experience 
for all who attended.  We so often take our abilities and facilities for granted, and it 
was eye-opening to see how others - less fortunate than ourselves - are able to 
enjoy themselves and embrace life. 
 
I would like to thank all of the members who made the event possible by either do-
nations of goods or time, as well as the Phyllis Roberson Home for allowing us to 
spend the day with them. 
 
More information on the Phyllis Robertson Home may be found at:  http://
www.phyllisrobertsonhome.co.za/ 
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ZWARTKOPS PASSION FOR SPEED 
Stephen Grover 

 

Following an emails set to the club during the week of the event 
advertising that we could obtain tickets to the season opening race 
at Zwartkops on 29/30/31 January a e-mail was sent to members 
and a contingent to attend as assembled. 
 
Historic racing certainly is a big business the world at the moment, 
and South Africa is no exception.  The pits at Zwartkops were  
completely packed with interesting cars.  There really was some-
thing there for everybody, ranging from 1970’s Chevron’s and 
Lola’s through to MG Enthusiast Roger Lewis’ TC Special—
Hedgehog.  What is strikes one when walking through the pits at 
these event is the incredible manner in which these cars are 
turned out!  Many of them appear as though they would be more 
at home on a councour lawn than on a race track! 

There was a strong MG field entered.  These ranged 
from the TC special mentioned above to Robin Clarke’s 
ZB Magnette, the MG Car Club (Johannesburg Centre) 
MGA and Chris Chamption’s Twin Cam.  Several 
MGB’s were also competing,  
including long-time MG Enthusiast and friend of the 
Club Roger Pierce in his familiar yellow racing BGT. 
 
Racing was close, entertaining and continuous for the 
whole of Saturday and a good day out was had by the 
members that decided to take up the special offer.  

None of us experienced any problems gaining access to the track, and exit - despite the large number or spectators 
leaving - was well managed and free of overheating incidents.   
 
All it all it was a wonderful day out, and possibly something which we - as a club - could consider doing more often  
during the year. 
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Upcoming Events  

Natter ‘n Noggin & AGM 
Monday 1 February 2016 

 
As announced on Page 6 we will be holding our AGM on 6 February 2016.  Please join us to be part of the decisions to 
be made in taking the club forward into the next year. 
 
Besides the formalities the usual Natter ‘n Noggin activities will take place and facilities will be available. 
 

Date   Monday 1 February 2016 
Time:    19h30 for 20h00  
Where:   MGCC Northern Centre Clubhouse 
   Corner of 26th Avenue and Umgazi Road 
   Menlo Park  

Clubhouse Workday 
Saturday 6 February 2016 

 
In order to keep our clubhouse looking as pristine as our cars we need to spend a bit of time giving it a bit of a spit and a 
polish ahead of another year’s activities.   
 
Please diarise February 6th as a clubhouse work day.  We are planning to start working early, from say 09:00 and work 
through to lunch-time.  After the work is done, we will light a braai fire and enjoy some club fellowship with a few cold 
beers (perhaps not the first ones for the day…) 
 
If you are interested in joining, please contact Stephen Grover such that arrangements may be made for provision of 
some tools and supply from home. 
 

Date   Saturday 6 February 2016 
Time:    09h00 onwards  
Where:   MGCC Northern Centre Clubhouse 
   Corner of 26th Avenue and Umgazi Road 
   Menlo Park  

Pub Evening  
Awards Evening 

Friday 12 February 2016 
 

Following the same successful format as last year, please join us for the Annual Club Awards Evening which will be held 
during the February Pub Evening in the Clubhouse. 
 
More details will follow closer to the date, but we are looking forward to seeing you there. 
 
Date   Friday 12 February 2016 
Time:    17h30 onwards  
Where:   MGCC Northern Centre Clubhouse, Corner 26 Avenue and Umgazi Road 
   Menlo Park 
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Restorations 
 

Specialising in :- 

 Full body restorations 

 Spray Painting and polishing to detail 

 Mechanical repairs 
 
Carel Wilken 083 391 1611   012 386 2136 
105 Industrial Road 
Pretoria West 
Corner of Roger Dyason and Industrial Road 

Upcoming Events  

Brooklyn Mall MG Show 
20 & 21 February 2016 

 

The club has decided to partner with Brooklyn Mall for the hosting of a show of the Club’s vehicles at the mall on the 
weekend of the 20th and 21st of February.  This will be the club’s monthly event. 
 
We have developed put together a list of vehicles and have approached some of the owners of the cars.  However, we 
could always use additional vehicles for display, so if you are interested in showing a car please contact Stephen Grover 
or Trevor Beddy. 
 
In order to gain maximum coverage from the event, we require “guides” in the form of members who will be able to 
spend some time during the weekend at the mall at the stand in order to interact with the public and answer any ques-
tions which they may have.  We will be grateful if you could speak to either Trevor or Stephen if you able to make your-
self available for a few hours over the weekend. 
 
The mall have kindly offered to host us for a snacks & wine on the Saturday evening from around 18:30.  This will be our 
monthly “run”, and all are welcome to come and enjoy the cars and hospitality. 
 
So in short: 
1. Please let either Trevor or Stephen know if you are prepared to show your car over the weekend. 
2. Please speak to either Trevor or Stephen if you are prepared to volunteer your time over the weekend to act as a 

guide. 
3. Please join us for diner on the evening on Saturday 20 February 2016. 
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Forthcoming Events in Brief 

Point allocation c=Clubman, v= Victrix/tor Ludorum, RR=Regularity Rally, HR=Historic Racing 

February 

Mon 1 AGM NC 
See Notice in Newsletter  

Page 4 
c 

Sat 6 Clubhouse Workday NC 
Clubhouse from 09h00 onwards 

See Notice on Page 9 for more details 
 

Fri 12 
Pub Evening 

and  
Awards Evening 

NC Clubhouse 17:30 onwards  

Sat 20 
&  

Sun 21 
Brooklyn Mall Show NC 

See Page 10 for details, and keep an 
eye on e-mail for more details 

c 

March 

Mon 7 Natter ‘n Noggin NC 
Clubhouse 

19:30 for 20:00 
c 

Fri 18 Pub Evening NC Clubhouse 17:30 onwards  



13 

 

Trading Post 

 
Should you wish to advertise items for sale, wanted or to swop please e-mail the editor at Stephendgrover@gmail.com, 
or call on 082 818 0540 

FOR SALE 
 
 

WANTED 
 

1. MG, Motoring & Motorsport Related Books. 
2. 1622cc B-Series Connecting Rods 

3. B-Series Inlet Manifold for modification to accept 1 
¾” carbs 

 
Stephen Grover 
082 818 0540 

stephendgrover@gmail.com 
 


